3 * 1 * * 55, 
5 * ” 8 . , > OY 
; 75 898 = ne = 8 . 8 > 


1 


Ne 
— 


* n ; » 


Ns” 


« us 
4 * 


5 bs FE 


. 
* : 
, wh W . p — 4 - 
- : _ of 


* 
P — 


Oer LER — Liess Bang 1 


n o 


ite for the Aae and to be had of tie follow 


GENTLEMEN, vz. 


n Saleſman, Gray. Inn Lane, a 
Mr. BAR TROLOMEZWAATENT, Stable-Keeper, BonJ-Streety- 3 & Þ 
Mr. HemMins, Stable-Keeper, Curzon-Street, May-Fair. as, 7 
Mr. Joan. = "no Maſter of the White-Horſe Inn, I 


"+ 


. l 


* 
p - 


7 


— 
— 
ve ey Nr 


By. JAMES {LANE 


R 


Fenn Eſq; Jews Horp Houſe; Paddington, = 0 
Mr. STepnen ATx1NG0N, Merchant, Rood-Lane, 
Mr. WI t I IAM Goan, Merchant, St. Thomas Apoſtles. 


83 


1 
1 3 


3 
— 55 


1 © 
„ 


yy 353% 


a 
: 


"> 


* 


REST ore 8 e OFFICERS, ; 
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ROYAL REGIMENT or HORSE GUARDS BLUE, . 


THESE | 
LETTERS 
13 Are = (by PeureoIon) humbly DEDICATED, 
By their moſt obedient, 
Aad grateful Servant, En 4 


* 


—— 
Mo OST of the Dedications I have 
ſeen have proceeded from favours 


received, or in expectation of fu- 


ful acknowledgement for the gene- 
tous encouragement I always received 
e from 


28 
4D 


. JAMES RIPLEY. 


ture emoluments : mine proceeds 
from a different motive: it is a grate- 


. DEDICATION. 


from you, for my unmerited ſcrvices i in 
the ſtable; and I ſhall always eſteem 
it an honour to rub down your horſes 
heels, ſo long as I am able, to ſtoop | 
to my foot. I think it is univerſally 


allowed, that the finiſhed Gentleman 


is to be met with more frequently i in 


the camp than at court: in you the 
Gentleman, the Soldier, and the 
Scholar, are happily united. 


May the RovyaL REGIMENT of 


Hoxsz GuarDs BLve flouriſh to the 
laſt period of time, to be a terror to 
our enemies, and an ornament to the 


\ Britiſh arms; and may it always be 


honoured with Officers of equal merit, 


to command the fineſt corps of Pri: 


vate Gentlemen in che univerſe. 


— 
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e LEY, OsrrE R. 
WHEN in your youth you aſpir'd in queſt 
of fame, , 
And as a ſportſman bravely met your game; 


By envy led, Critics in ſwarms contend | 
To find out faults they know not how to mend ; 


Whilſt as an eagle ſoaring 3 in the iy, - 


You dare their ſ pleen, and all ther rage defy : 
For, 


* 


1 
For, Sir, with grateful pleaſure I ſurvex 


Your enemies eclips'd, o'er them you bear the 


ſway. 


=, 


The amorous Lark, who firſt receives her 
| ER breath, 8 6 
Within ſome verdant tuft upon the earth, 
Aſſuming ſtrength, ſhe tries her wings in vain, 
Ui The wanton ſongſter's forc'd to earth again; 
But dag ſtill, and taking better care, | 
She ſoars aloft, and cuts the liquid air. - 


$0. may you riſe, and with juſt fame excel, . 


And your chief glory be in writing well. 


LivERPOOLE, 


. © offpril 18, 1775. 


A FRIEND to MERIT. 
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Y firſt Lecrer, wherein I fene ds 
the ungenerous uſage of Sad- 8 f 
dle-horſes hired for the day? I thought 5 

ſcarce worthy a corner of your uſeful 


paper, much leſs your candid W 
marks upon it: however, I canhot 
help ſaying, that when 1 conſidered 
your extenſive Paper is read by all 

Mal. 7 


< 


2 LETTER 1 


oe | 4 


en of people, from, che. ae 


man, politician, and Philoſopher, to- 


the loweſt mechanic, J Battered my - 

ſelf chat if my writing proved nei- 
ther entertaining nor inſtructive, yet 
tit might be read without contempt, 
| when the Reader caſts his eyes to the 
| end of my Letter, and ſees the hum- 
ble ſtation Providence has allotted the 


Author. My want of conſulting men a 


or books, and my ſtrict confinement 

to buſineſs, will, I hope, with every 

impartial candid Reader, plead | in my 
- Favour for the errors I have been 5 
guilty of, This encouraged | me to 
ie you my thoughts upon more. 


intereſting. 


- 


j 

| 

| 
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Intereſting ſubjects : ' how: I have 


ſucceeded the public are the beſt 
judges, to whom [I can juſtly ſay, that 


Jam no mercenary writer, and that 
all my vie ws are centered in reforming 
the vices, follies, and errors of this 
depraved age. At preſent I Hall con- 
fine myſelf to thoſe nimble fingered 
Gentlemen who leave ſpecimens of 


their wit or folly, in trying the good- 


neſs of their diamond upon the glaſs- 


windows of every place they viſit, or 


lodge at; curioſity often draws K 
fair ſex to the window in auen 
of meeting with ſome innocent piece 


of wit, or quotation from ſome emi- 


B 2 nent 


4 r YL 


nent author; but i cruel the dif. 


: appointment, when ſhe finds ſome. 


indecent alluſion, or down-right ob- 

ſcenity! For my part, I think rude 5 
language to the amiable ſex more 
pardonable, as the perſon injured 
knows who to fix her reſentment upon; | 

and father, brother, or friend, may 
oblige the delinquent to make ſatiſ- 

faction; whereas the other is like 4 | 
baſe aſſaſſin who ſtabs in the dark. 
Shall beauty, virtue, and innocence 
be wounded by that which was de- 
ſigned to be an ornament to it ? 
Shame attend the man that can be 
ad of ſo vile and baſe a proſti- 


tution |! 


— 
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tution! If there be not a ſtop put o 


the epidemical gaiety and vanity ſo 
prevalent amongſt the lower claſſes of 
mankind, we may bid farewell to all 
order, to trade, commerce, and agri- 


culture and 1 ſhall not be ſurpriſed 


in a ſhort time to ſee a finiſhed- cox- 
comb mounted in his phaeton driving 


Jehu: like, with his breaſt and leg or- 


namented with the enſigns of honour 
and dignity: : honours juſtly derived to 
the nobility from their illuſtrious an- 

ceſtors, Who were diſtinguiſhed. for 


their ſuperior talents and eminent ſer- 


vices to their King and country. For 
the ſake of order and diſtinction let 


"Is 
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us return to the ſimplicity of dreſs 
and manners of our anceſtors, which a 
ſhe wed the purity of their minds, and 
their ſtrict and juſt œconomy. Let us 
refle chat Providence in his great 
wiſdom has deſigned us to be ſubor- - 


dinate one to another; that all can- 


not fill high ſtations in life, but that 
there muſt be hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water; let every man 
endeavour to excel in the ſtation al- 
lotted him without envying his ſu- 
| periors, and caſt his eye backward 
and conſider that thouſands are more 


miſerable than himſelf, and then every 


individual will be an uſeful member | 


of 


„nne oo 


ol ſociety. Our conceptions are nar- 
row. and confined, which prevents 
us from knowing what are misfor- 
tunes or bleſſings in this life; all 


that is required of us is, that we act 


our part well and juſtly, and though _ 


it happen to be a cobler, boot- 
catcher, or chimney - ſweeper,, we- 
mall quit the ſtage with as deſerved 
applauſe as the greateſt Monarch. 


"©. 
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n 


J 


1 F a happy genius diſcovers any uſe- 
ful improvement in mechanics or a- 
griculture, it is a duty incumbent 
upon him to communicate the ſame 


to the public, which cannot be ef— 


„ i 


4 
— 


fected - in a more extenſive manner © 


then inſerting it in thoſe periodical 
papers, ſtiled news- papers; but the 


misfortune is, that the generality of 


| mankind think ſubjects of this kind 
Pty: not 


LETTER I 9 


not deſerving their attention, and 
often treat them with contempt; 
whilſt a taylor, coachmaker, or mil- 


jener, whoſe fertile brain can intro! 


duce any ridiculous foppery in the 
dreſs or equipage of thoſe who are 
ſtiled Perſons of Faſhion, are ſtrictly 
adhered to, and though deſpiſed by 
the ſenſible few, yet (as Cowley ele. 
gantly expreſſes it) The great vul- 


« oar, and the ſmall are ambitious 
* who ſhall firſt appear ridiculous 


and contemptible.“ 


I was led into this train of thinking 
upon ſeeing a new ſpecies of gambling 
8 exhibited 
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exhibited upon Barnet- common; large 
bers were depending upon the per- 
formance of 4 young Gentle man's 
riding two miles upon a full gallop, 
ſtanding up- right in the ſtirrups, 
which he performed with eaſe, My 
attention was fixed more in viewing | 
the young hero when he mounted and 
diſmounted, than any concern I was 
under for his ſucceſs in the perform- 
ance of this arduous taſk. The ſtrange 
popularity raiſed in his favour, and the | 
laviſh encomiums beſtowed upon his | 
agility, I dare ſay, elevated him to 
ſuch a pitch, that though age and in- 


firmities 


L'E T'TE R nt: WEE 11 

| firmities may alinoſt deprive him of 
memory, yet he will ſtill remember 
this great event, and look upon it as 


one of the moſt important circum- 
ſtances of his life: for my part, 1 
view it in a different light, and think 
that though his activity might recom- 
mend him as a pupil at Sadler's- ' 
wells, yet it is below a Gentleman to 
value himſelf upon a performance in 
which he falls infinitely ſhort of a 
Price or a Sampſon : but what gave 
me the moſt ſenſible concern was, 
ſeeing a gay young Baronet, whoſe 
predeceſſors have always been diſtig- 
C 2 | ' guiſhed 
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guiſhed for their humanity and every 
ſocial virtue, buſy in the giddy throng, 


and deeply engaged. in the event of 
the day; theſe are amuſements un- 


worthy his dignity, and below the at- 


tention of a Gentleman; his family, 
his country, calls upon him to imi- 
tate the benevolent and humane wir- 


tues of his anceſtors, and ſhake off 


thoſe companions which, if he con- 


tinues to encourage, will ſhake his 


oalks, and perhaps the ſoil upon which 
they grow will ſhortly be in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a perſon whom every ho- 


neſt and good man ought to deſpiſe; 


and 


LETTER U. 13 


and which (if he has not loſt the fa- 
coley of reſtexion) de muſt look fn 


with remorſe and concern. 
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£IL.STTERA m. 
RIichEs, unleſs applied to alle. 
viate the diſtreſſes of our indigent bre- 

thren, are rather a curſe than a bleſſing. 
This is exemplified in the unbappy 
man who is born with the proſpect of 
being doomed to dance through all 
the ridiculous fopperies and gaiety 


that deluded mortals ſo eagerly pur- 


ſue: even in infancy the heir of a 
noble family is laluted with the title 
of 


BETTEN H. as 
of my Lord, and the nurſes and ſer- 
vanes. are as obſequious te the. little 
idol as they are to obey the comp 
mands of the noble Lord his father, 
Removed from the nurſery, a private 
tutor is appointed to inſtruct him in 
learning and morals, but his chief 
attention is generally more engaged 
in convincing my Lady and her depen- 
dants, that, notwithſtanding his erur 
dition and philoſopby, his paſſions are 
as predominant as thoſe of other men. 
After ten years inſtruction under his 
learned pedagogue, his pupil is taught 
to jabber a liitle Latin and Greek, 
ws but 


6 LETTER III 


* 
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but unable to ſingle out one beautiful | 
paſſage” either in Virgil or Horace. 
Thus qualified, he is removed to one 
of 'thoſe great ſeminaries of earning 
Oxford or Cambridge, where the firſt 
'*-,,, arduous taſk is to drink and ſmoke 
5 tobacco 8 thoroughly qualified in theſe 
ewo polite and important accompliſh- 
ments, he commences the pretty Gen- 


tleman. To maintain this laudable 


| and faſhionable character, he con- 
fſtantly attends at balls, aſſemblies, 
| ; | plays, operas, and maſquerades, where 
| he diſtinguiſhes himſelf by obſcene 


language, or indecent behaviour, to 


ſome 


1 k TT EAR M. £ 
foe pert orange · wench, or correcting 
am impertinent waiter, by fracturing 
his ſcull with his cane, loaded wich 
lead in the handle, in order to ce. 
cute ſuch heroic actions. Nothing, | 
now remains to finiſh his laborious... 
fudics at the ſeat of the Muſes, than 
providing an elegant collection of 
horſes, dogs, and wh—s. Here let 
us leave him immerſed in ſenſuality, 
_ folly, and diſſipation; and ſollow him 
to the continent to collect thoſe fop- | 
peries which are not the native growth 
of our climate, and if he be not an 
arrant blockhead, he will be able at 
his return to convince his dull coun- 


D | trymen 


— 
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trymen that he has made ſome in- 
tereſting improvements in the cock of 4 
his hat, the tying of his cravat or 
ſword knot, &c. 1 


; 8 2 


LETTER. 


Ne * 
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rA 

1 Think it incumbent upon every 
man, who has made any uſeful diſ. 
coveries that tend to the good of 
the public, whether in trade, me- 
chanics, or agriculture, &c, that 
he publiſh the fame, in order that 
mankind may be benefited thereby „ 
it is in the power of every man to 
be uſeful to ſociety, who can diveſt 
himſelf of prejudice, malevolence, 
D 2 and 
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and extravagancy; and I dare venture 
ro-ſay,. that the healthful honeſt pea- 
fant, ſecure in his innocency and cot- 
tage, is a much happier man, and 
conduces more to the good of ſociety | 
than the grim, griping miſer amidſt 
his hoards of treaſure, or the gay li- 
bertine, ho, through diſſipation and 
exceſs, haſtens, to deſtroy both his 
body and intellects. The humble ſta- 
tion Providence has allotted me has 
not prevented me from obſerving, 
that mank ind in general are dazzled 
with the ſplendid appearance of a per- 
| ſon, whoſe outſide is adorned with 
embroidery and gold lace, whoſe head 


On 


LETTER IV. = 
oon the outſide is covered with the 
ſpoils of ſeveral of | his fellow-crea- 
tures, but the inſide entirely neglect- 
ed; whilſt the man, who ſtudies to 
cultivate the nobler part, lives and 
dies unobſerved or neglected. Ichave 
| always been a great admirer of that 
noble and uſeful animal a horſe, and 
have often been moved with compaſ- 
| fion and indignation at the ignorance. 
or cruelty of ſome of their riders: 
there is no malady more incident to 
this creature than cracked or ſcratched 
heels; and I think no man endowed 
with humanity but muſt feel compaſ- 
ſion for his horſe, when he ſees him 


come 


22 rn iv. - 
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come limping out of the ſtable upon | 


three legs, at the ſame time that per- 


haps he has a journey to perform of 
ſome hundred miles. This diſorder 
proceeds from different cauſes, as hard 
riding, foul feeding, or may be by 
fome other diſtemper that has not 
been thoroughly cured but 1 have 
reaſon to believe it happens oftener 


through the careleſſneſs of the groom 


in neglecting- t walh his heels out 


with warm water and proper rubbing 


down, than any other cauſe. No- 


thing is more practiſed by a ſet of 


my ignorant brethren, when a Gen- 


tleman alights at the inn, than adviſing 


him 2 


LETTER NM 5 
him to have his horſe's heels waſhed 
(or rather daubed) out with pot-liquorz, 
but let the unwary traveller conſider, 
that all kitchen ſtuff is ſalt and greaſy, 
and chat nothing is more pernicious to 
; apply to a,wound or fore; inſtead of 
which, (when the hair is cut off as 
bare as poſſible) let his heels be clean 
waſhed out with warm water, and his 
legs well rubbed down with clean ſtraw, 
and afterwards with a cloth, in order 


to get his legs and fetlocks as clean and 


dry as the time he ſtands in the ſtable 
will admit of; after he is ſaddled and 
ready for mounting, take currier's. 

dubbing, and anoint his ſores, and all 
| over 
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over his heels and fetlocks; repeat the: 
fame at every ſtage he is baited at: 
at night, after his heels are clean; 
waſhed out and dry, apply 4 turnip 
poultice; let the turnips be boiled. . 

with the rind on, as they will retain 5 
the healing juice this root abounds. - 
withal more than when they are peeled. 
and cut into flices; when you lay it 
on, bruiſe the turnips with your hands, 
and let it be applied warm; take care: 


you tie the cloth on with a ſoft ban- 


dage, and not too tight, fog fear of 
obſtructing the circulation of the 
blood and juices; let him have a maſh: 
of ſcalded bran every night his laſb . 
feed 1 


W 1 TT EA +i 
feed; take off the poultice in the morn- 
ing, and apply the currier's dubbing as 
before directed. If thoſe directions 
be ſtrictly attended to, the traveller 
will have the ſatisfaction to find, that 
\though he be ſer forward upon his 
journey when his horſe was afflicted 
with this ſore malady, he will have 
the pleaſure to fee him recover every 
day; this I have metitioned for the 
benefit of thoſe Gentlemen who are 
upon a journey. The ſame method 
is to be uſed by horſes which are at 
reſt in the ſtables, only would adviſe 
in Woe” infancy” of WE diforder the 
N E | horſe 
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borſe to be let blood, and to have 
walking exerciſme. 


| | | | A rt 
1 8 
I know it is a conſtant cuſtom with 


thoſe itinerant quacks, who trudge 


through the ſtreets with a melting 
ladle and gally· pot, filled with horſe- 
turpentine, to adviſe roweling, .» ith- 
out conlidering that letting. blood has 
the ſame effect, as the matter diſ- 
charged by a rowel is nothing but 
blood turned to corruption; and 
they may, with as much propriety, 
ſay, that the, worſt part of the bload 
is diſcharged by a rowel, as that they 

can 


| : 

DYE TTEKR INV) = 
can mix a caſk of wine and water 
together, draw off the water ſeparates! 


and leave the wine with. the ſame 


body and quality as before it was 
red. e 

If you can ſpare a corner in your 
uſcful Paper to inſert this letter, I 
hope it will prove of univerſal be- 
nefit as I have experienced it above 
thirty years, and never once failed of 
ſucceſs; and I dare venture to affirm, 


that if it be put in practice in the in- 


fancy of the diſorder, that waere 
there is now a hundre.1 oꝛſes afflicted 
Who « 'E 2 with 
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with this lothſome and naſty diſtem- 
there will 


per, in two years time 


not be five. 
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LETTER. 
n O N. 
DAR GEORGE, 


TA Us far in life, (to uſe a low ex- 

preſſion) you have only been training: 
now you are to make your appearance 
upon the buſy, active ſtage; it is a 
matter of the leaſt importance what 
employment you are engaged in: the 
principal thing is, that you act your 
part well and juſtly, I haye always 


viewed 


30 8 
viewed life as actors in a play, where 
one repreſents a king, another a mi- 
niſter of ſtate, ancther a ; general, ano- 
ther a cobler, and another a chimney- 
ſweeper z here it is not the dignity of 
the character, but the juſt perform- 
'ance of the part allotted us, that the- 
rits applauſe. In ſhort be honeſt, in- 
duftrious, and ſober, and content in 
your ſtation, without envying your. 
ſuperiors, or  deſpifing thoſe below 
you; keep clear from libertine princi- 
ples, ſor if thoſe be once imbibed, all 
religion and morality is annihilated, 


and the unhappy wretch is deteſted by 
1 * and heneſt. n an, and may 


1 


juſtly, 


* 
— f 
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juſtly dread the vengeance. of an of- 
fended Deity. . 


+» 


As your impediment in ſpeech may 
ſubject you to be ridiculed by un- 
thinking, weak, and wicked perſons, 
1 mult particularly caution you againſt 
reſenting it by any angry, . indecent 
words or actions, but calmly ſhew 

the aggreſſor the happineſs he enjoys 
in the free uſe of his faculties: this, 
if he be not loſt to ſhame, muſt make 
him. bluſh, and aſk your pardon for 
daring; to ridicule any infirmity Pro- 
vidence has ſtamped upon us. As I 
would not omit any thing in my in- 


Lee 


ſtructions 


32 n 


ſtructions to you that may tend to your X 
welfare, I muſt adviſe you to let your | 
| dreſs be modeſt, decent, and clean, 

and never ape the extreme of faſhion; . 
avoid every thing gaudy and ſuper- 
fluous, and ftrive to cultivate the 
nobler part of your head, rather than 


* 


adorn the outſide. en 


Out of the ſeveral letters 1 have. 
written to you, may be collected moſt. 
- of the eſſential duties towards God, 
or your neighbour ; as ſikewiſe thoſe 
ſocial duties which may render you 
an uſeful member of ſociety z yet, 


Tn" all my care, I have 5 


| neglected 


| ' 
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neglected cautioning you to avoid 
that pelt of ſociety,. ho are a fean- 


dal to human nature, I mean gamb- 


lers, who are a ſpecies of men uni- 
verſally deteſt and ideſpiſed by eve- 
ry good and honeſt man; and who- 
ſoever is connected with them, io poll 
the brink of rain and deſtruction: 
for though they flouriſti for a time, 
and wanton in their iniquity, yet ey 
always make theit” exit im poverty, 
and die unfamentsd and wipitied,” adv 
e! eg ere eee . 
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. wy: to e 
and 1 it is the duty of every individual. | 
who are placed i in high ſtations, either. 
from birth or fortune, to, maintain his 


dignity. Without a due attention to 


correct the follies and inſolence ſo 
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predominant in the lower claſſes of 
mankind, 


* 9 


N 
r 4. 
„ mankind, all . order auch Güfteinötien 
will be at an end;; trade, / commerce, 
and agriculture neglected, and, uni- 
verſal ruin and confuſion enſue- 


k \ 
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1 T wavhed into this train of think- 
ing from a conſtant opportunity af 
obſerving the behaviour of 2 new 
ſpecies of half gentry ycleped polt- 
boys: this is a profeſſion” unknowh 
the laſt century, and 1 may venture 
to affirm, that no fer of men have 
arrived to ſuch à degree of impu- 
dence, debauchery, and extravagance; 
and I am ſorry to add, that they ate 
encouraged by the maſters of little 


E 2 waggon 
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i weggon and hog-inns, who, not · on · 
cent with enjoying a comfortable liv- 
ing by the profits of their i inn, muſt 
have the vanity to engage in a tsch 
of buſineſs they are in no reſpect qua- 
 lified for: here they are reduced to 
p the low and ſcandalous method gf 
bribing the poſt-boys, by giving mo- 
ney for bringing a fare; and thoſe 
tender-conſcienced gentry (the poſt- 
boys) will not ſcruple to affirm; that 
they have the beſt horſes and chaiſe 
chat is to be met with upon the road; 
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when at the ſame time [they have nei- 
ther horſes nor chaiſe _ to convey! any 


 perſop 
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perſon above the degree of a-vagrant 
to their proper, ſettlement. 4 A ; 


Till fome more effectual means 
can be adopted to put an entire ſtop to 
this growing evil, I would propoſe, 
that every poſt-boy, who has the in- 
ſalenge to direct a nobleman, &c. 
where to take horſes; that inſtead of 


giving him money for driving, to ſub- 
ſtitute a good horſe-whip, and write 
to his maſter to diſcharge him. A 
few examples of this kind would deter 


others from being guilty of the like 
ſcandalous offences, as they are the 
1 1 | moſt 
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I. AM no politician, nor bigotted to 
any party; unprejudiced, unbiaſſed, ; _ 
and unintereſted, without deſcending; 
to that ſervile flattery, whieh the cring· 
ing ſycophant addreſſes his patron- 
with, or envying the power of the 
idol, he, ſupplicates : in, this indepen- 
dent ſituation, I can impartially in- 
veſtigate the deſtructive, raſh/mea-, 


ſures adopted by the mother-country 


and 
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and her colonies, equally ruinous to 
attends the horrors of a civil war. 
| Shall Britons ſo _ famed for their 


gra - 


with e and AY every Mo- 
march in every quarter of the globe; 
tremble at our ſudden intrepid victb - 
ries, no longer fitice than the year 
1786, dwindle into affaſſins, (I can 
afford them no better name) and glut 
their vengeance intlieir brothers blood? 
Forbid it hotnanity! and let not the 
Engliſh page be defiled with ſo vile a 
character. 
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la all human probability nothing 
can reſcue us from the impending 
ruin that threatens this once glorious 
and happy empire but unanimity z 0 
effe& which, let every private intereſt 
be ſacrificed to the public good; let the 
words F ngliſtr and Scotch be entirely 


obliterated and loſt in that mote ancient 


and ſignificant word Britons: thus cloſe-· | 
ly united tochoſe brave people the Scots, 
let the great officers under che eroun, 
and thoſe that are appointed to the 
moſt eminent ſtations and depatt- 
ments, be indiſcriminately choſe with- 
out regard to any thing but merit : 
this once effected, we ſhould be the 
bo dread 
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dread and envy of the whole world. 
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Kingdom and her American colonies. 
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Let or brave ſoldiers and ſtore" be 
recalled from the cruel and unpatural 


expedition they are now engaged in, 


as too much blood and treaſure has 
already been wantonly laviſhed to 


ambition and avarice. 


I with theſe hints may be improved 


and abilities, and contribute to reſtore 


10 FA. 
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LETTER, VIII. 
As a late 8S—h has been by many 
diſapproved, I have ſent you the. fol- 
lowing, which I think more expreſ- 
ſive, and better adapted to the genius 
and ſpirit of our brave iſlanders, and 
probably would have afforded general 
fatisfaQtion. ;; Your giving it a place 
in your Paper will much oblige your 


humble ſervant, Ar eli tant bun 


. 510 R. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 


| WHEN confer your ilaſtriou 


anceſtors, who were diſtinguiſhed for 
their ſpperior talents and eminent ſer- 


vices to their King and country, Idoubt 


not but the ſame noble principles, which 


induced them to deſpiſe even death 
itſelf in defence of our laws and di- 
berties, are ſtill inherent in you. In ; 
the laſt neceſſary war, our enemies 
were obliged to confeſs our ſuperio- 
rity in arms; the fame Britiſh valour, 
the ſame glory to tranſmit our laws 
and liberties inviolate and uncorrupted, 


ſtill prevails; and if any rival power 


dares to invade our dominions or com- 


mere, 


. 
l 
: 
| p 
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merce, what may we not expect from 
the united valout” of the invincible 
_ Engliſh, the brave Scotch, and the 
refolute Iriſh, under the direction of 
the moſt avguſt aſſembly that ever 
graced a monarch's throne? 


Let every Briton's breaſt glow wWitk 
ardour to maintain'our happy conſti- 
tution as by law eſtabliſhed, and ready 
to facrifice every private intereſt to 


the public good. For the dignity of 
my crown, I ſhall always maintain 
my prerogative, but will ceaſe to be 


| King when I invade the liberty of my 


ſubjects: in this I expect your ſup- 
Sos EY 


( 


LETTER VI. 


port and concurrence. The ſeveral pe- 
titions I have received from ſome of the 
moſt opulent counties and reſpectable 
-boroughs in my kingdom, claim your 
moſt ſerious and immediate attention: 
if you find they proceed from wan- 
tonneſs, faction, or ſeelition, you will 
endeavour to undeceive my deluded. 
people; bur, if there be juſt cauſe 
for thoſe complaints, occaſioned by 
deſigning, artful, wicked men, let 
neither family, titles, or dignity, pre- 
vent you from bringing the delin- 
quents to condign puniſhment, _ 

J. R. 
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RS e 10 

A S I had often heard of M q Price's 
performances in horſemanſhip, I had 
the curioſity to ſee him exhibit, and 
cannot, in juſtice, help ſaying, that 
it exceeded the report I had heard. 
His entrance was truly romantic be- 
ing uſhered in with muſic, and a gay 
livery ſervant; his perſon genteel; | 
his dreſs, and the capariſons upon | 
his horſe, ſhabbily ſplendid; a fixed 
| reſolution 
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reſolution and attention appeared in 


his countenance, and if he had been 


armed with a ſword, as he was with 
piſtols, I ſhould have imagined he 
made his appearance like that re- 
nowned Knight old Don Quixote, 


to challenge all mar kind to confels 


and allow his nymph was the moſt 
beautiful and accompliſhed Lady in 
the world. Inſtead of this, he en- 
tered upon his intended performance 


with reſolution and dignity, and 
maintained it to the end amidſt the 
claps and applauſes of a large number 
of ſpectators. His agility in mount- 
ing and diſmounting cannot be ſuffi- 


ciently 


LIT TE R M „ 
ciently admired, - as both are per- 
formed when his mare is upon a full 
_ gallop. I likewiſe think his black 
mare is worthy of obſervation, as 
ber actions ſhew the docility (I had 
like to have ſaid reaſon) of that moſt 
uſeful animal. If I remember right; 
Mr. Addiſon remarks, that frm the 


moſt exalted ſpirit, to the loweſt in- 


ſect or reptile, there is a certain re- 
By gular gradation, which he illuſtrates 
by taking ah idiot, or the loweſt of 
the human ſpecies, and the moſt ex- 
alted of brutes, and the latter will in 
his actions betray as much reaſon as 
the firſt. 

Wo Put 


„ irn - 
But though J was agreeably enter- | 
tained witn Mr. Price's activity, and 
his half. reaſoning mare, | would by | 
no means encourage the manufac- - 
turer, the artificer, and the labourer, 
to quit their looms, their ſtalls, and 
tools, to ſquander away as much in 
an hour as they can earn in four: this is 
not only a loſs to individuals, but like- 
wiſeto the public. The Engliſh have 
always been accounted a people fond 
of novelty: a bird from ſome remote 
part of the world, with an uncom- 
mon tuft of feathers, or a monſter 
with diſtorted ſhape, and hideous 


howl, will engage the attention of 


thouſands 
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and ſacrifice their time to gratify a 
fooliſh curioſity, which is of no uſe 


or benefit to themſelves or ſociety 


and I am ſorry to add, that this is 
often practiſed by perſons. whole fa- 


milies at the ſame time want bread. 


L with ſome method could be found 


out to put a {top to the madneſs and. 
folly of this growing evil, and that 
the inhabitants of this iſland - would; 


always remember that frugal Dutch 


proverb, A penny ſaved is a penny 
got.“ | | | a J. R. | 
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LETTER x. 

As1 am a conſtant reader of yous 
uſeful Paper, I have met with ſeveral 
complaints of the hardſhip the manu- 
facturer, artificer, and labourer, ſaf- 
fer from the ſcarcity and exorbitant 
price of the neceſſaries of life. I have 
likewiſe ſeen numbers of letters from 
youf cotreſpondents, propoſing me- 
thods for lowering the price of every 
article complained of; they tell us, 
that foreſtallers, ingroſſers, &c. are 
the 


4 * 
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the real cauſe of the ſearcity that pre- | 


vails ſo much, without conſidering that 
| thoſe are a ſet of vermin, which has 
exiſted for centuries paſt, when pro- 
viſions of all kinds was not above' 
. third of the value they are at pre- 
ſent: this being allowed, their rea- 
ſonings prove ſuperficial, and that 


ſome. other latent cauſe muſt be the 


origin of all theſe evils ſo loudly and | 


juſtly complained of. 


To me it appears no arduous taſk 


to relieve that uſeful part of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, the manufacturer, ar- | 
tificer, and labourer, without injuring; 

; bis 


- - 
- 
: 
- 
* 9 
* 
.. . ̃] 2 ˙ ee tre YOON — 
I — —. . —  —  — EC" — 
— 


| 


& | LETTLR xX. 


being kept for ſport, pomp, aired 
and ornament. I think it would be 
very equitable to lay a double tax 


upon race-horſes, as it might: be a 
means to reduce the breed of thoſe 
uſcleſs kind of horſes; and likewiſe 
prevent the ruin of thoſe unthipking, 


unwary perſons who are often taken in 
for large ſums by a ſet of harpies who 
practice every vile art to gain their 
ends. It may be objected, that lay- 
ing a tax upon horſes would be a 
hardſhip upon the firmer, tradeſmanz 
hackney- -men, and maſters of poſt- 
chaiſes: to this 1 Aer no; as the 
cela expence in their keep will 


F 


ſufficiently 


LETTER Ms 1m; 
ſulliciently over-balance any, tax that 
will be laid upon them. 


1 think i is univerſally allowed, 
that where labour is cheap munufac- 
ories always flouriſh, which will be 
effected by reducing the number of 
horſes t6 no more than what are really 
uſeful: this will not only reduce the 
price of oats, (the bread of which is 
eaten by the inhabitants of ſeven 
large opulent counties in this king- 
dom) but likewiſe afford more paſ- 
turage for ſheep and oxen: then will 
the mountains, be covered with ſheep, ; 
and the vallies with oxen; the firſt 
55 5 vill | 
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"will yield us their annual tribute, 
which will enable us to carry on our 
ſtaple manufactory with Never, and 
the fleſh of both may then be eaten 
by thouſands who have long been un- 


accuſtomed to ſuch delicious food. 


Joy and gladneſs would then diffoſe, 
ſelf once more over this happy Iſle, 
and content and ſatisfaction be ap- 
parent in every face; and if any rival 
power dares to diſturb our quiet, 
what may we not expect from the 
united valour of the invincible Eng- 
Jiſh, the brave Scots, and the re- 
ſolute Iriſh, under the direction of 


f that 


. TTI iI 1 IE 


that great and patriotic nobleman, : 
who a few. years ago diſmiſſed thou- 


ſands of mercenary troops, who were 


15 hired to guard this happy iſle, and in 


a few months after ſent the Briciſh 
thunder into every quarter of the 
globe! Nations were aſtoniſhed, and 
trembled at our ſudden and intrepid 


vittories, and obliged to confeſs our 


ſuperiority in arms. ppy and glo- 


* 


rious period! worthy to be tranſ- 


mitted in the . of Great Britain 
do the lateſt ty. 
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TRAHE expreſs commands we fre- 


quently meet with in the ſacred writ- 


ings, to ſubmit with patience and 


reſignation to thoſe afflictions human 


nature are liable to, ſhould arm us 


with a becoming fortitude, to baniſh 


from our thoughts dire deſpair and 


abject deſpondency. Inſtead of en- | 


couraging melancholy thoughts, or 


(which is worſe) drowning our reaſon. 


- 
— . 


n 6. 
in ſenſuality, intoxication, and gay 
company, let us apply in our diftrets 
to that merciful and tremeiidous Being, | 
who is always ready to grant us bis 
gracious afiſtance, and able to ex- 
 rricare us out of all our croubl-s and 
afflictions. ; f 

I was led into theſe reflections from 
the horrid and frequent perpetration 
of ſuicide in this enlightened country. 
If the unhappy wretch could but re- 
fle&t a moment when the piſtol is 
aimed at his head, the murdering 
knife at his throat, the fatal nooſe 
round his neck, the poiſonous bowl 


in 
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in his trembling hand, or ſtanding | 
upon the bank of a river with ghaſtly 
looks, muttering undiſtinguiſhe pray- 
ers, ready to plunge into the liquid 
element and eternity : I fay, if he 
could reflect a moment, he muſt view 
himſelf with horror, and quit the 
cruel purpoſe of his heart. As laus 
| are ineffectual to prevent this deadly 
ſin, let a mark of infamy be ſtamped 
Wl upon the memory of the perſon who 
imbrues his hand in his own blood, 
and let him always be remembered as 
dying like an hardened and reſolute | in- 
fidel, and unworthy the name of 
Chriſtian. 


1 have 
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1 have read an author who de- 
ſcribes a cou atry where the women in 


general w were ſeized with deep melan- 


choly, and the country almoſt depo- 


\ 


pulated by the numerous. ſuicides com- 


mitted, In vain did the legidarure 


uſe every, method which was likely to 


prevent it, till they enacted a law 


chat the unhappy woman after death 


ſhould be expoſed naked in the ſtreets 


ſeveral days. Shame, delicacy, and 


modeſty, had a ſtronger effect upon 


the amiable ſex than the moſt cruel 


: puniſhment that could be inflicted 


upon them, and in a ſhort time they 


recovered 


(% LETTER, . 


recovered cl cir priſtine dale and af- | 
fability. 


Il wiſh ſome abler pen than mine 
might be employed in ſearching out 

the cauſe which produces ſuch deſpe- 
rate effects, and ſhew us the molt ef- 
fectual means to avert them. The 
humble ſtation Providence has al- 
lotted me has not prevented me from 
obſerving, that this daring infringe. 
ment on the laws of God and man 
is generally perpetrated by perſons 
ß of a ſullen and phlegmatic temper, 
whoſe gloomy aſpect and melancholy 


auſterity render them unſociable 


creatures. 
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creatures. The next are gay liber- 


tines, who, through exceſs, diſſipa- 
tion, gamin g. and extravagancy, haſten 
to deſtroy their intellects and fortune; 
after which they are always deſerted 
by their wretched aſſociates: then, 


when too late, they reflect upon their 


errors, and cannot bear the thoughts 


of being leſs faſhionably wicked than 
their late companions. Others, thro? 
#:onſciouſneſs of having been guilty 
of- ſome heinous fin, prefer death to 
thoſe ſtings of conſcience which con- 
tinually torment them, If the diſ- 
contented man had an opportunity of 


viewing thoſe ſcenes of miſery which 
8 are 
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are exhibited in the perſon who lan- 
5 guiſhes, in confinement, deſtitute of | 
the com mon neceſſaries af life, Are 
ing his limbs upon nothing but ſtraw; 
without hope of ever finding relief 
from the inexorable temper of his 
cruel creditors, or reflects upon the 
hardſhip that attends the unhappy 
man baniſhed into flavery, chained to 

an oar, or buried in the quickſilver 
mines, without the leaſt profpect of 

reviſiting his native country or day- 
| light, thoſe reſlections would certain- 

ly induce every man endowed with 


reaſon to be content, and thankful 


that 
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N. kind e, had allotted 4 him 
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LETTER XII. 


To Mrs. * * 


Y OU cannot be inſenſible of the 
honourable paſſion I entertain for you. 
neither am I ſo vain and ambitious as. 
to expect a reciprocal return: the dif- 
ference of age and equivalent fortune- 
renders it prudence in you to treat, 
(as you always have done) n ful 


percilious contempt, the leaſt hint I 


gave 


LETTER XI, | 69 
gave you how much 1 was your ad- 
| mirer. In your virgin ſtate, poſſeſſed 
of all thoſe charms that adorn the 


woman, I have often viewed you 


with ſecret admiration, at a time when 
unlawful for me to entertain the leaſt 
diſtant hope of ever calling you by 
the tender and endearing name of 
Mrs. R—y. The ſoft impreſſion I 
ehen felt is now indelibly ſtamped, 
beyond the power of time to eraſe. 
As I deſpair of ſucceeding as a lover, 

let friendſhip ſo far prevail with you 
as to grant me the fayour of an in- 
terview at any place you pleaſe to ap- 
point, when I doubt not to convince 
you 


* 1 
«4 
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you that I ſhall always be ready to-ſa- 
crifice every advantage and intereſt to 
myſelf to procure you. eaſe, n. 
and content. 22 


| © Your moſt devoted, &c, &c. | 
"= J. R.. 
. ? | 
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J Refide in a great thoroughfare 


town, not more than twelve miles 


from Lenden in which are fevers 
capital inns, and e the honour 
to be employed by the maſter of one 
of them, to vhom a few days ago 


I took the liberty to preſent my bill; 


this being the uſual time of tlie year; 
when, to my great ſurpriſe, I was in- 


formed it was not in his power to 
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pay me that he had an execution in | 

the houſe, and that might think my- 
ſelf happy if I got two ſhillings in the 
pound. I was fo der rack: that 
for ſome time I could not utter a 
word; and indeed before I could re- 
cover myſelf was informed by my 
employer, that the money he ought 
to have paid to his induſtrious tradeſ- 
men was wantonly laviſhed away a- 
mongſt a ſet of wretches who are a 
diſgrace to the human ſpecies ;- I mean 


the London poſt-boys. 


Ass moſt of the capital inns take 


in the news-papers for their, own or 


gueſts 


LIT T1 . | 5: 


gueſts amuſement, reading this letter, 
hope, will deter them ſrom ſquan- 
dering away the profits of their inn 
upon ſuch unworthy objects, to the 
ruin of themſelves, and the detri- 


ment of. the honeſt induſtrious ttadeſ- 


man, 


* * - 


1. nE n 


eee 


LETTER XIV. 


Tre following is a juſt deſcription 
of a modern poſt-boy, and if it con- 

tributes to prevent their continuing 

in that inſolence, debauchery, and ex- 


travagance, the writer has his wiſh, 


I Have been employed as a poſt- 


boy ſeveral years under one of the 


greateſt ſtable-keepers in the weſt end 
—_ 


LETTER NM. „ 


of the town, where my conſtant cuſ- 
tom has been to attend at a certain 


1ap-room to ſpend the evening, with 


about half a ſcore of my gay bre- 


chren of the whip, one of which has 


been ſo fooliſh as to learn to read 
Engliſh, When we were all ſeated, 
and had drank each his quart of hot- 
pot, Jack Engliſh cries out, Zounds, 
<« lads, there is a letter in the Craſrſ 
«- man that deſerves to be burned by 


the common hangman.”” / 


We: were all attentive to hear it, 


expecting it to be no leſs than high ' 


1 treaſon. 


— 


„ rr nv. 


treaſon. Form to yourſelf the juſt 
indignation every member of this 
Vorthy ſociety expreſſed. againſt the. 
paltry . author. The writer + fa 
Jack Engliſh) muſt be ſome pitiful 
low-lifed mechanic, or muſty grawl- 
ing trade ſman, whoſe ambition ad 
appetite is ſatisfied with dining upon 

a buttock of beef, or a ſhoulder” of 
mutton; but let him know, Mr. 
Printer, that we gentlemen of the 
whip have more refined taſtes; a 
rump-ſteak cannot be reliſhed by us 
without oyſter-ſauce, and the wing 
of a gooſe is infipid without apple- 


ſauce : 
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ſauce: in ſhort we expect to be treated 


with the moſt elegant viands and 


richeſt liquors the inn affords, and 


think we are ill uſed to be denied it, 


though it may have been ordered for 
his Grace the Duke, &c, In ſpite of 
the Jow-lifed fellow, who wrote this 
letter, as long as the generous Inn- 
keeper continues to treat us in this 
manner, and tip us with a couple of 
ſhillings to get drunk in going home, 
we will exert ourſelves to prevail 
upon noble men and gentlemen to cal 
at his houſe. You may ealily judge 


of our conſequence when I inform 


itt | yon 


” Nl Ne 
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you we very often receive four, five, 
or ſix ſhillings back carriage. Here 
perhaps we are cenſured for abuſing 


| | 51 ; | 
our maſters horſes, but as there is no 


written law to the contrary, we plead 

cuſtom. It is true, ſome ill. natured 
maſters have come to the reſolution 
to diſcharge us, but then they are 


always treated with contempt by all 


the reſpectable fraternity of poſt- boys; 


and if they prevent us getting another 
place we can eaſily furniſh ourſelves 


at a livery- ſtable with a nimble footed 


horſe, and procure a brace of piſtols 


and act Macheath upon Hounſlow- 
. heath, 


A 
, 
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make our exit in an elevated ſta- 


heath, or Finchley - common, and 


tion. 
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Dear GOROE, | 
LE the ſordid, groveling, griping 
wretch with anxious care watch over 
| his hoards of ill-gotten treaſure, the 
ſpoils of the ruined widew, and the 
- fatherleſs. The gay libertine, who, 
through diſſipation and excels, haſtens 
to deſtroy his health and intellects; 


and the ambitious mortal who thinks 


happineſs depends upon precedency, 


titles, and equipage, each purſue the 
deſtructive 


more ſolid ſatisfaction and content in 


a cottage than thoſe unhappy men 


ever experienced. Let juſtice, bene- 
volence, and charity to all, mankind 
be your leading principles. Next to a 
ſteady faith, that there is a Supreme 
Spirit that governs and preſides over 
the whole expanſe of worlds, and 
their inhabitants; that he is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, and the 
unhappy mortal who dares to tranſ- 
greſs his laws muſt expect eternal 
puniſhment ; to avoid which, the 
road is plain, ſimple and eaſy, and, 

| M comprehended 


_ 
deſtructive path, whilſt -you, aided 
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comprehended in a few words, viz. do 
juſtice, love 'mercy, and walk hum- 
bly with thy God; have a lively, faith 
in the merits of our Saviour, and do 
unto thy neighbour as thou wouldſt 
deſire to be done by: follow thoſe 
unerring rules of reaſon and juſtice, 
and everlaſting happineſs will be your 
reward, A ſteady adherence to thoſe 
rules is an ornament to religion, but 
enthuſiam, bigotry, ſuperſtition, and 
hypocriſy, are a diſgrace to it. It is 
pot a zealous uniting with any ſet of 
Chriſtians that renders us more be- 
loved by an impartial Deity whoſe 
mercy is over all his works; and if 


We 


LETTER 1 6 


we follow his precepts in the effential 


parr of - Chriſtianity, che ceremony 


is a matter of indifference, any 


farther than it ought to be performed 
with ſolemnity and decency. .* 


; 


J am your's affectionately, 


J. R. 


Mz LETTER 


LETTER XVI. 


TAE commemoration of the ap- 
proaching ſolemn feſtival ſhould be 
made apparent by every act of cha- 


rity and benevolence to our indigent” 
brethren ; at the ſame time I hope 
our Magiſtrates will endeavour to 
Puniſh: thoſe profligate, trolling 
wretches who make a jeſt of religion, 
and profane the ſacred name in ſing- 
** carols, and extorting money from 
honeſt 


LETTER . 


honeſt and well deſi igning perſons. 
Thofe proſtitutes generally go two or 
three rogerher, and after profaning 
the ſacred name alt day, retire at 
night to a gin- -ſhop, where they are- 
: guilty of the moſt horrid impreca- 
tions and blaſphemous expreſſions; 
but the miſchief does, not ſtop here, 
as they often meet with male com- 
- panions of as vile morals. as. them- 
ſelves, who, when heated with in- 
temperance and exceſs, are ready to 


perpetrate every kind: of villainy. 


1 ſhall not pretend to direct what 


- kind of puniſhment thoſe profane- 
wretches- 


— 
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0 


Vretches deſerve; however I think ic 
ought to be as ſevere as the law in- 
flicts upon the moſt abandaned. and 


worſt of vagabonds. | 


TB 
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1 Have waited ſome time ſince Sa- 


turday, the 22d of October, in ex- 
pectation that ſome abler writer than 
Jam would have contradicted a para- 
graph in your Paper of that day, 
which ſays, that a young female whale 
being caſt aſhore, near Hull- bridge, by 


Burnham-waſh, the country people 


armed with every inſtrument of death 


maintained a ſevere combat with it, 


from 
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from break of day till the evening, 
at which time the boors gained a 
compleat victory; but not fatisfied.. 
with depriving the Leviathan of life, 
{to ſhew their valour) their miſſive 
weapons were employed to hack and | 
cut her open, when (ſtrange to relate) 
three young ones, about the ſize of a, 
large hog. each, iſſued out of her 
belly. | 


This contradicts the account of all 
writers I have ſeen, who ſay, a 
lioneſs and a whale have never more 
than two at a birth, and after the firſt 
birth loſe all power of conception, 
which 


1 
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which ſhews the great wiſdom of Pro- 4 


vidence, for it is evident, if they 


vere endowed with as prolific a na- 


ture as rabbits and herrings, the ina 


bitants of the earth and ſea would 


ſoon be annihilated and loſt in the de- 
vouring jaws and bellies of thoſe two 
formidable animals. When any thing 
is advanced contrary to approved and 
confirmed opinions, which has pre- 


vailed for ages paſt, the public have 


a right to enquire into the merits of 


the aſſertors; for my part I have al- 


ways been inclined to think that the 


general opinion of mankind is more 


to be depended upon than any indi- 
N vidual. 
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vidual. All T requeſt is, that forme” 
of your ingenious correſpondents 
would favour us in your Paper wich 
their opinion, as I ſhall not be ſo vain 


as to obtrude mine upon the public; fa, 


—— 


J. R. 
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34 ; | DA 17 | Al 41131 ay 


Is . month of 


May, I was indulged” to take a Walk 


round my maſter's farm, Which is 
very extenſive; and as I have near 
thirty years been confined 6 Uttchdl © 
the” ſtables and yard; a kind Sf A 
ber: Gerdes el opted! G.. 


vies/ 3 every ſtep I took preſentedl 
frei bendtiet! dhe various h 
which grow Ipontateoully may vi 
with the moſt beautiful that Worn 


gatdins,” afliſted with all the Helß of | 
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art and culture. I was loſt in ad- 
miration at the beauty of the vegeta- 

ble world; when unluckily a cuckoo 
perching upon an old crab-tree ſa- 
lte me with her bewitching melo- 
mous note, and engroſſed my whole 
attention: the pleaſures of the field 
vaniſhed in an inſtant, and the beauty 
of the feathered creation took place. | 
I waited: with patience during the in- 


tervals: betuixt each note, and really | 
believe Shakeſpear's Black; mith ſtand- 
ing upon bis hammer, with mouth 
half open, twallowing'a taylor's news, 
afforded not half ſo ridiculous a figure 
88 appeared at that inſtant. 1 was | 


v, 


14% 7 rivetted 


LETTER XV. 33 
rivetted to the place ſo long as the 
bird continued her enchanting ſong, 

but ber flight relieved me, and left 
me at liberty to purſue my walk dur- 
ing which the little winged choriſters, 


ſome fixt! upon boughs and ſprays, 


others mote elevated upon the tops of 
lofty oaks, whilſt the melodious lark 
riſes ſuperior to all and ſeems to ſcorn 
the notes of thoſe below: her in full 
concert, ſtraining their little throats 

to excel each other, afforded me a 
more ſenſible pleaſure than I. find 
words to expreſs, and far beyond the 


labouted notes of the moſt eminent 


performers upon the various inſtru- 


ven ments 
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ments of mulic that could be ſelected 
from all the orcheſtras in he world. 
It is ſurprifmg to ſee: the neat. enge 
neſs that appears in thoſe little . | | 
tects in the ſtructute of their neſts; | 
| the beaudifol-contextureof clay; ſticks, 
feathors,. hair, moſs, and ool, is 
inimitable, as I am pofitivethe greateſt | 
artiſts of the rational creation, pro- | 
vided with the ſame materials, would 
fall infinitely ſhort of their regularity 
and beauty, and appear clumſey and 
unfiniſned. Their aſſiduity and at- 
tention in hatching their eggs, their 
tenderneſs in providing proper food 
for the ſuſtenance of their young till 
„ Trot | they 
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they are able to provide for them- 


ſelves, with the total diſregard to 


them after, ſhall be the ſubject of 


future papers. But to return to the 
cuckoo: this bird ſeems to be loſt to 


all the tenderneſs ſo con{picuous in 


moſt of the plumy world; inſtead of 
taking care to propagate her own 
ſpecies, her chief attention is to de- 
ſtroy others, which ſhe effects by ſuek - 
ing the eggs of the ſmaller kind of 
birds, and laying her's in one of the 
neſts which ſhe has cruelly plundered, 
and leaving the deluded ſtep-· dame to 
 folter the ſpurious iſſue. 1 remem- 


ber about forty years ago, as I was 


walking 
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walking in the fields, a lark fluttered. 
from her neſt cloſe to my feet; upon 5 
looking into it, 4 diſcovered an ugly, 
unfledged, miſhapen bird, -about ty : 
Gze of a magpye at three or four 1 þ 


— 


days old, 1 immediately concluded 
it to be a cuckoo, and I was deter- 
mined to uſe the utmoſt of my en- 
deavours to preſerve its "7 to which 
intent I kept it warm, and fed it with 
eggs, as J thought them the moſt 
natural food, but could never prevail 
upon it to peck its own food. In this 
ſtate it continued near three months 
and then died, but not before its ſnape 


and 


i FAC] 
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and ſeathers confirmed me it was a" 
cuckoo. Various are the opinions of. 
writers; ſome afñtming it to be a- 
bird of paſſage, whilſt others (I. 
thitik wich more reaſon) ſay, ſhe re- 
rains the ſame cruel temper all the 7 
year; that as ſoon as the ſeaſoh is 


over for her feeding upon eggs, ſhe 


commences hawk, and preys upon 
thoſe very birds ſhe had before pre- 
vented. propagating their ſpecies, 


I ſhould be glad if ſome of your 
ingenious correſpondents, who are 
well read in“ natural hiftory, would 
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8 LETTER XVII. 
favour us with a more perfect account 
vain as to obtrude mine u the 


public, any farther than what my own 


obſervations have furniſhed me with. | 


4 @ 


I am, Sir, 


FTuͤobour moſt obliged - + 


And obedient Servant, 
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CHAN ING to look into the | 
St. ames's evening paper, I, found a 
letter addreſſed to me, ſigned Curry 
Comb, which I ſhould have taken no 
farther notice; of, had I not found 
ſome eminent perſons and ſacred cha- 
racters treated wich a levity onbecam- 
ing any perſon above the degree 

e 03-4, of 


% DET TEA XX. 
of a —— or a drunken 

porter. Tau introduce this learg 
83 . eſſay, or what you Pleaſe to 
call it, in a dull laboured itony, con- 


gratulating me upon my happy ge- 
mos as d writer of moral eſſays; and 
de best minute, I fd you beating 
; your empty noddle againſt every poſt 7 
Dy A and manger in the ſtable, in order 
© 746 produce cne, but all to no effect. 
Poor man! I pity you, and ſhould 
certainly have lent you my aſſiſtance 
if J had been preſent; to which in- 
tent 1 would have ſeized you by both 
ears (if you have two) end given 
= ual logger head forry-five- ſevere 


knccks 


| VETTEROXIX . | 208 
knocks - againſk; che- pavement.z ibis 
operation might have bean adminiſier- 
cd without endangering your coll. af 
nature has ſufficiently” fortified you | 
againſt accidents; of this Kind A f- 
ther this I would have ſtripped ou 
ſtark naked, tied both yaur hands 
A!T' ͤogetber with a ſteong halter to ohne 
of the ſtable· poſts, and given ou 
che diſcipline offithe horſe· hip in an 
_ equal number of laſhes freely beitow- 
ed; and laid on with a nervous arm. 
This I imagine would have recovered 
15 you from your ſtupor ſo far; that if 
it had not produced an eſſay, it would 
have left indelible marks upon your 
| 29 017 . "Jack 
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back and ſhoulders, and made ſo deep 
an impreſſion upon your n 
that to the laſt remains of your life. 
you would — A table-door 
with fear and terror.” & Nachts 
| RTE roll tg wot hp ning 
Four mentioning harmonic aſſem- 
blies with fo much rapture, makes me f 
afraid you have ſome "deſign this gay 
ſeaſon of renewing your infamous 
amour, and ſubject yourſelf once 
| more to the derifion and contempt 
of erery good and honeſt man. In 
vain did your friends perſuade, in 


vain your amiable wife implore you 


to deſiſt from your criminal corre- 
ſpondence ; 
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ſpondence: deaf to both; you. opetly 
avowed your folly and perſiſtech in it, 
till conſeious guilt ſtung. your callous: 
heart; then remorſe, horror, and black 
deſpair fucceeded to ſuch. a degree as: 
bordered near upon. inſanity. How 
aft have I ſeen you with ſlaring eyes, 
diſtorted. face, and trembling, joints, 
exclaim and ſay, I am neither dead, 
nor alive, melancholy ſituation | and 
can you, a ſlave to your paſſions, and 
almoſt bereft of faculties, date to 

cenſure others? fie John, burn Shaw, 

and return to your primitive liver. 
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Tou bid me employ my pen in 
writing politicks ; 1 ingenuouſiy con- 
fefs myſelf vnequal- to. the arduous 
| taſk; if I was poſſeſſed ls; | 
| they: ſhould never be proſtituted to 
ſuppòrt the arbitrary proceedings of 
any man, or ſet of men; inſtead of 
this, I would endeavour to recon- 
cile all parties as far as is conſiſtent 

with the dignity of the crown, and 
the liberty of tlie ſubjeckt. And to 
ſnew you my impartiality, could wiſh 
to ſee Mr. Wilked reſtored to his ſeat 

in the H —ſe of Cns, the words 
Engliſh and Scotch entirely obliterated, 


and loſt in that more ſignificant and an- 


cient 


Irn 
cient word Britons : thus, cloſely 
united with, thoſe brave people the 
Scots, let the great officers under the 
crown, and thoſe. that are appointed | 
to the moſt eminent ſtation and de · 
partments, be indiſcriminatelychoſen, 
| without regard to any thing but me. ; 
ritz, this once effected, we ſhould 
be the dread and envy. of the whole 


82 Your irreverence towards the firſt 
dignitaries of the church is unpar- 
donable, when you Aay it is poſſivie -. 
L may throw my oſtler's jacket off, 
| P. and 


166 LETTER XXX. 


= 


and beè arrayed in a gown and caſſock, 


vainly imagining the tranſition as 
eaſy from an oſtler to a biſhop, 1 it 
is for a footman to be preferred to a 
juſtice's clerk. Profane man! can 
you find nothing to employ your low 5 
wit upon, but jeſting with ſuch ve- 
nerable and facred characters; men, 
of the moſt exalted and liberal edu- 
cation and reſpectable families who 
are called to thoſe high offices for 
their diſtinguiſhed. ur and ſu- 
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your advice for my future behaviour, 


1 hope you · and the public willi in- 
dulge me the ſame liberty to tender 
you mine.— And firſt I would have 


you confine yourſelf to your circle of 


admirers at the Cock, low mechanics, 
and day labourers; there you may 
preſide: but carefully avoid engaging 


in company with men of genius and. 
education ; here you are ſure to ap- 
_ pear ridiculous. and contemptible.— 
I would farther adviſe your to keep» 
your full bottomed wig combed and 
powdered in the moſt elegant taſte, 

| P 2 ready 


As you was ſo candid to give me 
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ready to clap upon your # apient head 
when you attend his worſhip” to ſign 
a warrant, Sec. 1 would Hkepiſe 
have you allow your barber ſome- 
thing more than his uſual quarterage, | 
to throw into it the additional dunn 
tity of half a pound of powder every 
quarter ſeſſions, and court days: this 
to you may appear a trifle, but I can 
aſſure you it is an eſſential duty, as it 
will adorn the beſt part of your head; 

I mean the outſide. 2 12%) 


* 


One word more, and 1 have done. 


Your ranc2:0us malice I deſpiſe, as | 


ſhould 


LETTER XX. 1 


ſhould think any encomiums from you 
would be. a diminution of my cha- 
racter, but adviſe you for. the fu- 
ture, to be more tender how you in- 
jure any individual in his perſon or 
reputation: for my part, look upon 


you as an impotent, deſpicable enemy; 


yet if you perſiſt in troubling me or 


the public with any more of your 


ſcurrility, you may expect, though 18 


you change your ſhape as often as 
Proteus, or bury yourſelf under 
ground like Cacus, belching from 
your impious mouth fire- flame, I will 


drag . from your den, and ex- 


i 


poſe 
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I Have always been an admirer of 
that beautiful and uſeful animal a 
Horſe, and have often been moved 
with indignation and contempt at the 
<ruel treatment they meet with from 
ignorant horſemen, or more ignorant 
farriers. Nothing is more common 
than meeting with a number of thoſe 
itinerant quacks trudging along the 
Kreets with a melting ladle, a piece 


of 
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of horſe- turpentine and tow in it: as 
ſoon as they arrive at their patient, 
they aſſume an air of dignity, and 
though they have never read a page 

in Markham, Sollifil, Gibſon, Bur- 5 


don, or Bracken, they immediately gs 


preſcribe one, two, three, or ! four 
rowels, without conſidering that bleed- 
ing has the ſame effect, as the matter ö 
diſcharged from a rowel is nothing | 
but blood turned to corruption. Ma- | 

nual operations, as bleeding, rowel- 
ing, bliſtering, and firing, &c. may, 

with a ſteady hand and proper in- 
ſtruments, be ſkilfully performed by 5 


a perſon of low education, but phyſic 


requires 


1 
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requires a competent knowledge 
of mathematics and claſſical learn- 
| ing. Every author I have read (be- 

fore the late ingenious and learned 
Dr. Brachin) appears to me only” 
recipe men, and ſmatterers in farrieryʒ 
but Brachin has entered the theory, 
and reduced farriery into a. kind of 
feience, as he has pointed out che 
| origin of every ailment a horſe is 
liable to. Errors, when once adopted, 
are not eaſily removed; they require 
time and demonſtration to convince 
us of the prejudice we retained in 
their favour, I ſhall here confine my- 
ſelf to treat of that laxative diſorder. | 
Q termed. 
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termed ſcouring, and ſhall -in cable. 
quent papers ſhew that not only far- 
riers, but the public in general haye 
obſtinately perſiſted in purſuing de- 
irudtive methods which. have occa- | 
ſioned the death of many e 
horſes. Horſes are frequently ſeized | 
with this ſcouring diſorder upon the 
road, which in a few hours renders 
them unable to travel; it generally 
proceeds from eating or drinking 
ſome noxious ſood or water; to re- 
medy which the unwary traveller, 
when he arrives at 'the end of the 
ſtage, immediately orders a pint of 
red wine, or ſome other ſtrong aſs 


tringent 


F 
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4 wringene to be adminiſtered, to ſtop 
the ſcouring. Thisgeojoſterats me- 
thod prevents the enemy from being 
diſlodged out of che hoxſe's belly, and 
generally terminates in death, Inſtead 
of this ignorant proceeding, let the | 
horſe be well rubbed down and 
clothed up warm; and as nature 
ought to be encouraged in all our 
operations (except in extremes) let 
his food be warm bran maſhed, wich 
a. little fulphur mixed in it, with 
warm water to drink, mixed with 
oatmeal; but avoid giving him any 
dry ſood, as' oats, beans, &c, this 
regimen ſtrictly obſerved will in a few 

CW: days 
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| days reſtore the horſe ho- his nner 
health and ſpirits. 


I am your moſt 8 Servant, 


L u. 
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*CUSTOM is ſo prevalent, that 
we often blindly purſue it without 
enquiring into its merit, though di- 
rely oppoſite to reaſon and truth. 
I do not know any error of longer 
ontinuance than that of carters, 


waggoners, 


Rs; 
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waggoners, coachmen, and maſters of 
poſt chaiſes, fixing all the weight they 
poſſibly can upon the fore-wheels, 
without conſidering that the ail | 
upon the fore-wheels muſt retard the 
movement of the whole machine, 1 
ſhall not give any powers, therefore 
cannot expect a demonſtration from 
any of your ingenious mechanical 


correſpondents; but as facts are the 


ſtrongeſt demonſtration, 1 intend to - 


have a waggon in miniature of- ſuch 


conſtruction as ſhall prove the weight 


exactly, and doubt not to convince : 


the public of the errors that have been 
adopted 
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adopted (and ftill- prevail) for ages 
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1 Think the paſſions and ſoibles of 


mankind were never fo juſtly expreſſec 


as in the authors of the Spectators 
and Telemachus; yet they fall in- 
finitely ſhort- of thoſe beautiful re- 
preſentations we frequently meet with. 
in the ſacred writings: who can read 
that pathetic hiſtory. of Jacob, and. 
his children, without feelings of 


joy, love, pity, jealouſy, and re- 


morſe ? 
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worſe? For my part I can juſtly ac- 
knowledge my weakneſs, that from 
the time I was endowed with reaſon, 


| 1 never read this juſt copy of nature 


without a tear. Here the inſpired au- 


thor, in beautiful language, noble ſen- 
timents, and ſublime ideas, has con- 
veyed to ſucceeding ages ſacred truths, 
which I think inauteble with all-the 
help of genius, erudition, and phi- 


loſophy. I wiſh the inſpired writer 


had been a little more explicit in 


mentioning the age the Antediluvians 
generally married. Jacob ſerved his 
uncle Laban ſeven years for his beau- 
tiful daughter Rachel, but his mer- 
R cenary 
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*cenary relation obliged him to marry | 
her elder ſiſter Leah, who, according 
to hiſtory, was no remarkable beauty, 


and compelled him to ſerve ſeven 


— 


+ years longer for his beautiful daugh- 
ter. Addiſon ſays, it was uſual for 


the Antediluvian women to demur 


a century before they gave their lovers 


a poſitive anſwer, whether they in- 


E ended to make them happy, or give 


them a final diſcharge. | 
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I ſhould be glad ſome learned. an- 3 
tiquarian would favour: me in your 
paper, at what age the Antediluvians | 
generally married, and likewiſe. the 
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28 marriage before they indulged - 
NF the venerable Patriarch with each 
a beautiful young handmaid. = 
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